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Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Grants Management 

FISHERIES HABITAT GRANT PROGRAM 
FULL PROPOSAL APPLICATION 

 
 

Instructions:  
1. Complete the form below. 
2. Please refer to the 2019 Fisheries Habitat Grant Program (FHGP) Handbook for guidance on overall 

program goals, priorities, and eligibility. 
3. Questions on the application process should be directed to: 

Joe Nohner: 517-284-6236 or by email at nohnerj@michigan.gov; or Chip Kosloski: 517-284-5965 or 
by email at kosloskic3@michigan.gov.  

4. Full application packets must be mailed per the instructions below no later than November 22, 2019. A 
list of required contents for all full application packets is included in the 2019 FHGP Handbook. 

 
Provide one (1) hard copy version and one (1) electronic version of each grant application packet to the DNR 
Grants Management Section. Electronic version must be in the form of a USB drive. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than November 22, 2019. Late applications will not be considered for funding. 
 
Mail to: 
 
Fisheries Habitat Grant Program 
Grants Management Section 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 30425 
Lansing, MI 48909-7925 
 
Please note: Information in this application may be used in DNR communications regarding the grant; the DNR 
will credit photography to its source if a citation is provided. 
 
Project Details: 
 

1. Themes. To what themes are you applying? Check all that apply. The maximum grant amount is the 
sum of available funding in the themes for which a project is eligible. 

 Aquatic habitat conservation ($1,250,000 available for 2019): Funding to improve fish and other 
aquatic organism populations by protecting intact aquatic habitat and rehabilitating degraded aquatic 
habitat 
 Dam management ($350,000 available for 2019): Funding and technical assistance to manage dam 
removal and repair projects that will enhance aquatic resources and fishing opportunities along with 
reducing infrastructure costs and improving public safety. 
 Aquatic habitat and recreation in the Au Sable, Manistee, and Muskegon watersheds ($225,000 
expected available for 2019): Funding to support fisheries habitat rehabilitation or enhancement, 
preparation of comprehensive river management plans, aquatic studies, and fisheries recreation 
with surface water connections to the aforementioned rivers. 

 
2. Public Access. Public waters are those that have public access or are permanently connected to a 

water body with public access. Direct public access means that the site can be readily accessed from 
public access points, including boat launches that require a fee. 

 Project is on a public water with direct public access. 
 Project is on a public water without direct public access.  
 Project is on a water that is not permanently connected to other waters but has been stocked with 
fish from DNR (or its predecessors) hatcheries.  
 Projects is on a water body without public access and that has never been stocked with fish from 
DNR (or its predecessors) hatcheries. STOP NOW; this project is ineligible. 

mailto:nohnerj@michigan.gov
mailto:kosloskic3@michigan.gov
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3. Consultation. 
 Applicants have consulted with the DNR Fisheries Biologist responsible for managing this water 
body. (Please provide documentations such as an email, phone conversation summary, or letter of 
support). 

 Fisheries Biologist Name: Jeff Jolley 
 

4. Mussels. 
 No mussel surveys are required for permitting. 
 Mussel surveys are required for permitting, but not yet complete. 
 Required mussel surveys have been completed. Please attach relocation plan if necessary. 

 
5. Invasive Species Plan (Required for projects with a construction phase). 

 This project has a plan for minimizing the spread of invasive species during construction. Please 
attach plan. 
 Not applicable; this project does not include a construction phase. 

 
6. Project Design Status. 

 No design completed. 
 Conceptual design (e.g. 30%) completed. Please attach designs to your application. 
 Preliminary engineering design (e.g. 60%) completed. Please attach designs to your application. 
 Full engineering design (e.g. 90% final) completed. Please attach designs to your application. 

 
7. For projects applying to the “Aquatic habitat and recreation in the Au Sable, Manistee, and Muskegon 

watersheds” theme, in which watershed(s) is this project located? 
 Au Sable 
 Manistee (does not include the Little Manistee) 
 Muskegon 

 
8. Conditional Commitment. For a limited number of very high-quality projects that do not currently have 

match funding or other requirements in hand, we may offer conditional funding commitments. Please 
see the handbook for details. Are you requesting a conditional commitment of future project funding? 

 No, we request funding from this grant cycle. 
 Yes, the project would be expected to start on October 1 of       (insert year), after the applicant 
secures the necessary (check all that apply): 

 Permission 
 Funding 
 Other:       

 
9. Has this project previously been proposed to the DNR? (If yes, what modifications to the project 

design/plan have been made?). 
No. 

 
Narrative Questions: 
 

1. Project synopsis-75 words. Briefly describe what problem the project will solve, potential strategies 
employed, and the benefits to be created for the targeted water body. 
The proposed project is design/engineering work and public engagement necessary for the removal 
and restoration of the Mill Pond Dam (and impoundment) in Springfield Township.  The dam provides 
no economic benefit and limited recreational benefits that have become difficult to maintain.  Recent 
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evaluations have indicated that the dam is in need of repair or removal.  Removal of the dam will allow 
for restoration of aquatic habitat in a headwater segment of the Shiawassee River.   

 
2. Project description-600 words. Explain the goals of the project, the direct deliverables, and how those 

actions address the problem. How did this project become a conservation priority? Do the proposed 
strategies address the underlying cause(s) of the impairment or directly treat a condition/result of the 
impairment(s)? How does this project address habitat limiting factors, reestablish ecosystem function, 
and/or address public safety? 
Oakland County Parks and Recreation (OCPR) and Springfield Township have been partners on the 
management and maintenance of the Mill Pond Dam since 2014.  An interlocal agreement outlines the 
relationship for cost-sharing and joint planning/management of the dam.  OCPR and Springfield 
Township have worked collaboratively on the management of the dam and recently on the feasibility 
study to help determine the future of the dam. 
 
Mill Pond Dam Removal Project Goals: 
· Restore aquatic habitat in a headwater segment of the Shiawassee River and connectivity in restored 
riparian wetlands for species including the eastern massasauga rattlesnake and Blanding’s turtle. 
· Reestablish “hanging” prairie fen habitats within the impounded area, contributing to a larger complex 
of wetlands known as the Long Lake natural area, one of the largest examples of a prairie fen complex 
in the world. 
· Create new recreational opportunities for residents of Springfield Township (and Oakland County) by 
creating stream fishing opportunities, connectivity via future pathways, and educational opportunities 
related to stream restoration. 
· Remove liability associated with an unnecessary dam structure that has both short- and long-term 
maintenance and repair issues. 
· Potentially remove the Mill Pond Dam in conjunction with MDNR removal of the upstream Trout Pond 
Dam to create 3,000 feet of restored stream channel and a mile of connected stream channel between 
the two dams.  
 
Direct deliverables: 
The direct deliverable for this project is a Design and Engineering Plan for the removal of the Mill Pond 
Dam and restoration of the streambed and riparian area. 
 
Conservation Priority: 
The Shiawassee River corridor has been a decades-long conservation priority for Springfield Township.  
The Township owns and actively manages approximately 670 acres of preserves along the corridor. 
The preserves are recognized for their significant resources by multiple agencies including MNFI, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and Oakland County Planning. The 2000 Shiawassee and Huron Headwaters 
Resource Preservation Project identified several ecologically/recreationally important “application 
areas” within the headwaters, including the Shiawassee River corridor both upstream and downstream 
of Mill Pond. The Mill Pond area currently represents the only break in this corridor. Dam removal and 
channel restoration would offer a unique opportunity to connect these two areas into a continuous 
segment for preservation and recreation. The project is also listed as a Priority Habitat Conservation 
Project by the MDNR. 
 
The Mill Pond Dam was found to need repair in 2015 and OCPR and Springfield Township hired 
AECOM in 2018 to complete a feasibility study to evaluate all possible alternatives for the dam, from 
repair to replacement to removal. Following a seven-month investigation which included two public 
meetings, the Springfield Township Board completed an assessment of the alternatives in June, 2019. 
The evaluation clearly recommended removal of the dam both for safety and liability issues as well as 
conservation, habitat restoration, and recreational opportunities. 
 
The OCPR Commission assessed the alternatives in July 2019. The Commission supported the 
Township's recommendation and moved to conceptually approve the preferred alternative. Both the 
Springfield Township Board and the OCPR Commission have budgeted dam removal and restoration 
over the 2020-2022 budget years. 
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Habitat-limiting factors: 
The completed Design and Engineering Plan will address habitat-limiting factors and re-establish 
ecosystem function by designing and restoring the stream channel and riparian wetlands.  The plan will 
benefit recreation by designing potential trails, public access and interpretive features.  It will address 
public safety by engineering a new road/stream crossing to replace the existing narrow roadway which 
traverses the existing dam structure.  The dam does not meet current DEQ standards and is at risk for 
over-topping during 100-year storm events.  Removing the dam will remove this safety concern as well 
as provide better connectivity between downtown Davisburg and Mill Pond Park. OCPR and Springfield 
Township will continue to utilize AECOM for the Design and Engineering Plan through an existing 
competitively bid contract held by OCPR. 

 
3. Project location and scale-100 words. What is the scale and extent of the benefit directly provided by 

this project? Please include a map. 
Completion of the Design and Engineering Plan for the removal of the Davisburg Mill Pond Dam will 
lead to the construction phase of the project.  We anticipate restoration of 3,000 linear feet of stream, 
creation of 12 acres of riparian wetlands, and provision of one mile of upstream connectivity to the 
Davisburg Trout Pond Dam, which is also scheduled for removal. Please see attached map.  

 
4. Benefits-500 words. How will fish, wildlife, habitat, ecosystem function, and/or public safety benefit 

from this project? What will the habitat project provide to the target species or ecosystems? Describe 
what is unique about the benefits that will be derived. What, if any, benefits will be derived by the 
human communities that use this waterbody? 
Benefits of the dam removal for fish and wildlife include restoration of aquatic habitat in a headwater 
segment of the Shiawassee River and connectivity in the restored riparian wetlands for species 
including the eastern massasauga rattlesnake and Blanding’s turtle.  Mussel surveys that occurred in 
September 2019, in the downstream vicinity of this project have documented a dense population of 
rainbow mussels (Villosa iris) which is listed as a species of special concern in Michigan.  Restoring the 
stream reach within the impoundment will increase available habitat for this state listed mussel and 
others. 
 
One unique benefit of drawing down the impoundment and restoring riparian wetlands will be re-
establishing “hanging” prairie fen habitats within the impounded area.  The restored prairie fen habitats 
will contribute to a larger complex of wetlands known as the Long Lake natural area, one of the largest 
examples of a prairie fen complex in the world.  These rare groundwater-fed wetlands that can be found 
on the slopes above the stream channel also contribute to the base flow of the upper Shiawassee 
River. 
 
The human community benefits include removal of a structure that presents a long-term liability, does 
not meet dam safety standards, impedes pedestrian connectivity, and no longer supports swimming or 
boating. The project will create stream fishing opportunities, connectivity via future recreational 
pathways, and educational opportunities related to stream restoration.  Prior to 2018, Springfield 
Township had maintained a beach on the Mill Pond for local residents to use.  However, a decrease in 
lake swimming combined with significant challenges managing the Mill Pond for aquatic invasive 
species made it very challenging to continue to provide the beach.  According to Oakland County Parks 
and Recreation’s 2017 county-wide survey, trails are the number one recreational amenity requested 
by and used by Oakland County residents.  Preserving natural areas for passive park use is also high 
on the list of priorities for county residents.  The benefit of removing the dam and in the future providing 
passive open space and trails lines up directly with OCPR’s goals. 
 
Another significant benefit of the project is that the site comprises both Springfield Oaks County Park 
and the township’s Mill Pond Park. The dam impoundment is adjacent to the township’s community 
center and immediately off a major road, making the project area visible and accessible. The township’s 
Strategic Plan includes objectives to expand and revitalize Mill Pond Park as the central feature of 
Downtown Davisburg and to complete a pathways link from the township Civic Center to Mill Pond 
Park.  
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5. Methods-500 words. Are the proposed methods the most effective at accomplishing the project goals 
based on support in peer-reviewed literature, examples implemented in Michigan, or recent 
developments in conservation science? Describe alternatives that have been (or will be) analyzed and 
why the proposed option is preferred. Please provide concept or design plans if they are available. 
The goal of the Design Engineering Project is to help OCPR and Springfield Township determine the 
most effective methods for removing the dam and restoring the streambed and riparian areas.  AECOM 
was retained in 2018/2019 to complete a feasibility study for the Mill Pond Dam.  The feasibility study 
evaluated multiple options for dam rehabilitation and removal and included an evaluation of restoration 
alternatives to achieve a natural channel design and fish passage.  Bathymetric data was used to 
determine the approximate pre-dam alluvium and tie in points with the existing stream channel 
upstream and downstream of the project area.  Various channel geometries were evaluated based on 
local stream observations outside the project reach and the regional reference curve and were checked 
with hydraulic modeling.  The proposed design was chosen by OCPR and Springfield Township 
because it achieved the most project goals, i.e. removes an ailing dam, restores fish passage, and 
provides the community with recreational opportunities. 
 
AECOM has considerable experience with these types of projects, which we plan to tap into as part of 
the design/engineering process.  AECOM has worked on similar dam removal and natural channel 
design/restoration projects with fish passage being a primary goal in Michigan as well as across the 
country.  AECOM will also advise OCPR and Springfield Township of the most appropriate construction 
methods for reducing sediment transport during dam removal and channel restoration.  These methods 
are likely to include turbidity curtains, cofferdams to allow for excavation in non-flowing conditions, 
phased/coordinated dewatering with sediment removal, and the use of sediment traps and 
management. 
 
We anticipate a strong public engagement component as part of this project as well, to ensure that the 
local community is engaged and involved in the process.  The Mill Pond Dam has been a part of the 
landscape in Springfield Township for more than 150 years, and its removal has generated significant 
discussion in the community.  The majority of residents who attended public meetings or provided 
comment for the feasibility study appeared supportive of the project, but keeping people engaged and 
involved throughout the design/engineering process and ultimately the construction phase will ensure 
that the project goes smoothly and is well-received by local residents.  

 
6. Relevance-450 words. How does the proposed project align with the goals of the Fisheries Habitat 

Grant and the theme(s) by which it would be funded? Describe how this project fits into larger 
conservation planning for the target waterbody (this may include the Wildlife Action Plan, DNR River 
Assessments, watershed management plans, species specific recovery plans, DEGLE priorities, etc.). 
Preference will be given to projects that successfully address Fisheries Division priorities listed in the 
Priority Habitat Conservation Projects list. 
The Mill Pond Dam removal is listed as a component of the DNR Fisheries Division priority habitat 
conservation projects along with the Davisburg Trout Pond dam project as part of the “Shiawassee 
Connectivity Projects” (Project ID SLH-S-E). 
 
This project aligns with all four of the Fisheries Habitat Grant Program goals.  Rehabilitating degraded 
aquatic resources in the project reach will promote biodiversity in aquatic habitats. We envision the 
completion of this project will facilitate additional economic investment in Springfield Township through 
use of the newly created aquatic habitats and associated recreational enhancements.  This project will 
rely on existing partnerships with a vested interest and history in conservation management in the 
upper Shiawassee River. This project will also protect human health and safety. While this is a ‘Low 
Hazard’ dam, the deterioration of the structure and periodic inundation of the roadway over the dam 
during high water events can negatively affect local traffic patterns and emergency responses in 
Springfield Township. While it is a low-hazard dam, it does not meet current 100-year storm capacity 
requirements. 
 
Furthermore, this project aligns with several local- and state-level priority plans, including the DNR's 
Wildlife Action Plan for Warmwater Streams and Their Headwaters, the Eastern Massasauga 
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Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances, the Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure 
Vision, and the DNR Wildlife Division's Master Plan for the Davisburg State Game Area.    

 
7. Connection to ongoing activities-300 words. Explain how this project builds upon or furthers the work 

of other habitat/watershed projects in the region. Explain how the benefits are unique to the project and 
waterbody and cannot be derived from other efforts if they currently exist. 
This project builds upon other habitat/ watershed improvement projects in the region and specifically 
the Shiawassee River Watershed. Immediately upstream of the project reach for this grant proposal, 
the Michigan DNR is moving ahead with the removal of the Davisburg Trout Pond Dam.  Approximately 
.2 miles downstream, Springfield Township is working to address a failed culvert that spans the river on 
a recently purchased 55-acre property which has been incorporated as part of the Shiawassee Basin 
Preserve. Removing two dams and a failed culvert creates a unique opportunity to connect the river 
from the headwaters at Shiawassee Lake down to the Holly Mill Pond Dam.  Furthermore, benefits are 
unique to the project due to the opportunity to restore and connect high quality prairie fen habitat 
adjacent to and within the project reach.  Oakland County Parks and Recreation’s Natural Resources 
staff surveyed the area adjacent to this project on the Springfield Oaks County Park Property in 2017 
and discovered a prairie fen remnant along the river corridor that has been managed for invasive 
species and regularly surveyed in 2018 and 2019.  

 
8. Monitoring and evaluation-250 words. How will you evaluate if the project goals and objectives have 

been achieved? Describe any potential obstacles that limit project success. How will strategies of 
navigating those obstacles be documented to guide future projects of a similar nature? 
The project will be evaluated by the satisfaction of OCPR, Springfield Township and MDNR with the 
design engineering plan for the project, as well as the ability to show public support for the design 
engineering plan. 
 
OCPR and Springfield Township Natural Resources staff will provide ecological monitoring of the site 
for three years following construction completion. Monitoring will include meander surveys for native 
vegetation and herpetofauna.  
 
Obstacles that may limit success would include differences of opinion on the design of the new open-
bottom culvert and the restored areas. This project is being coordinated between two governmental 
entities with two separate approval processes and approval dates/timelines, which may be challenging.  
Both OCPR and Springfield Township have expert staff in the areas of natural resource management, 
and both agencies will be sharing the cost of the project.  OCPR and Springfield Township have an 
excellent working relationship and have collaborated on projects in the past.  Strategies imposed to 
help navigate the project and guide both parties to an agreed upon design and engineering plan could 
serve as best practice for partnering on future projects. 
 
OCPR and Springfield Township have a joint Mill Pond Dam Committee that consists of OCPR and 
Springfield Township staff.  This committee jointly managed the feasibility study and will continue to 
manage the design engineering project and ultimately the construction project.  

 
9. Sustainability of project benefits-250 words. How quickly will the benefits of the project be realized, 

how long are they expected to last, and how will those benefits be sustained over time? 
The design engineering project (focus of this grant application) is scheduled to be completed in 2020.  
The construction is anticipated to occur in 2021-2022 but may vary slightly depending on budgets and 
grant applications/awards. 
 
The benefits will be sustained over time through either a new agreement between OCPR and 
Springfield Township, or a determination that one of the two agencies will be responsible for the long-
term management and operation of the restored site.  The mill pond currently acts as the 
property/parcel boundary between Mill Pond Park (Springfield Township) and Springfield Oaks Golf 
Course (OCPR).  When the impoundment is gone and a new streambed and restored uplands are in its 
place, a new agreement will be needed guiding property ownership and management/maintenance of 
the property.  Both OCPR and Springfield Township are committed to working together to find the best 
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long-term agreement. We will continue to manage our respective properties and work cooperatively as 
we have for decades.  Both agencies understand the need for continued dialogue. 

 
10. Budget narrative and work plan-500 words. Explain the expected timeline of major project tasks. 

Outline and describe the likely costs of each project component and any opportunities for cost savings. 
The project timeline begins in November 2019 with the approval by both Oakland County Parks and 
Recreation and Springfield Township on the scope of work for AECOM to complete the 
design/engineering for the removal of the Mill Pond Dam.  A kick-off meeting is anticipated for late 
November, at which time a project schedule will be finalized.   
Major milestones for the project include: 
• OCPR and Township staff review/approval of 50% design/engineering documents 
• OCPR and Township staff review/approval of 75% design/engineering documents 
• Public Outreach meetings, public input gathering 
• OCPR Commission and Springfield Township Board approval of final design/engineering 
documents 
 
Key project components are broken down as follows: 
Task 1:  Kick-Off Meeting 
Task 2:  50% design/engineering documents review 
Task 3:  Facilitate meetings with regulatory agencies and others 
Task 4:  75% design/engineering documents review 
Task 5 :  Facilitate and document 2 public meetings 
Task 6:  100% design/engineering documents review 
Task 7:  Presentations of design/engineering docs to OCPR and Springfield Twp 
Tasks 1-7 Sub-total:  $135,390 
Task 9:  Grant writing support 
Task 10:  Conceptual Park Design 
Tasks 9-10 sub-total:  $33,140 
Total Project Cost:  $168,530 
 
OCPR and Springfield Township will be applying to additional grant programs for funding for dam 
removal and restoration.  Both Springfield Township and OCPR have budgeted dam removal in 2020-
2023, but will be seeking grant revenue to complete the project. 

 
11. Cost effectiveness-300 words. Why is this project a good investment of limited conservation dollars? 

How do the benefits outweigh the costs? 
This project is a good investment of limited conservation dollars because it will help OCPR and 
Springfield Township to determine the best possible design and engineering for this unique project.  By 
funding the design and engineering this project will have a jump start on securing funding for 
construction.  OCPR and Springfield Township also want to ensure that MDNR Fisheries Division is 
involved in the project from the start, so that we can ensure that we are meeting MDNR goals as well 
as county and township goals. 
 
There is significant benefit to having two agencies budgeting the project over multiple budget years – 
making it more cost effective and feasible for both agencies. 
When this project is complete, OCPR and Springfield Township will have all of the tools we need to put 
this project out to bid for construction, which both partners are committed to completing.  

 
12. Project team-250 words. Demonstrate the applicant’s ability to implement a project of this nature. 

Outline how typical project roles such as manager, engineer, partners, and public involvement will be 
selected or handled during this project. Include any recent examples the project team may have with 
this type of project. 
The Mill Pond Dam project team consists of key staff from both OCPR and Springfield Township.  The 
project team includes:  
· Laura Moreau, Clerk, Springfield Township 
· Mike Losey, Natural Resources Manager, Springfield Township 
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· Sarah Richmond, Parks and Recreation Director, Springfield Township 
· Mike Donnellon, Chief of Facilities Maintenance and Design, OCPR 
· Melissa Prowse, Supervisor – Planning, OCPR 
· Zach Crane, Project Manager, OCPR 
· Sarah Cook Maylen, Natural Resources Coordinator, OCPR 
 
This team jointly managed the Feasibility Study recently completed by AECOM for this project.  The 
team met regularly and jointly managed the project with bi-weekly conference calls and meetings. As 
the project moves forward, we will continue to utilize the same team who is passionate about and 
dedicated to this project. 
 
OCPR and Springfield Township have worked collaboratively for years on conservation efforts and 
managing the mill pond and adjoining properties. 
 
Example construction projects OCPR has recently completed: 
· Independence Oaks Blvd. Box Culvert Replacement; 2013; Total Project Cost: $400K 
· Addison Oaks Shoreline Restoration Project; 2018 Total Project Cost: $80K 
 
Zach Crane has led a variety of projects that involved collaboration with other local municipalities 
throughout Oakland County. Examples include $1.3 million safety path in Independence township 
completed in 2017 with Oakland County and Independence Township, as well as all capital 
improvement and major maintenance projects with the City of Madison Heights as it relates to the 30-
year lease agreement at the Red Oaks Nature Center Facility and grounds between Oakland County 
and City of Madison Heights.  

 
13. Necessary authorizations-250 words. Does this project have any special considerations and how will 

you address them? This may include mussels, threatened and endangered species, contaminated 
sediment, sea lamprey management, State Designated Natural River permitting, and/or other 
regulatory considerations.  
The design/engineering project will not require any authorizations.  However, the actual dam 
removal/restoration project will, as noted below. 
 
This project has one primary special consideration which is the potential presence of eastern 
massasauga rattlesnake (EMR) (Sistrurus catenatus).  Both Springfield Township and OCPR signed on 
to the DNR’s Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) for the federally threatened 
EMR. Therefore, both agencies will information the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) of potential 
activities on site and go through EGLE wetland permitting processes which includes formal review from 
USFWS. Water drawdowns are limited by the CCAA during the inactive season (October 15-April 15) 
so project activities will be scheduled accordingly. 
 
This project will not take place in a portion of the Shiawassee River classified as a Group 2 stream for 
state threatened or endangered mussels.  Previous mussel surveys in the vicinity of this project have 
documented a population of rainbow mussels (Villosa iris) which is listed a species of special concern, 
and a fish population survey found an amphibian species of special concern, a single larval stage 
mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus). 
 
Sediment sampling was conducted with the dam feasibility study and the results did not reveal 
contaminated sediment.  
 
Davisburg Road crosses over the top of the dam.  The removal and restoration project will work closely 
with the Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC) to both detour traffic during construction and 
replace the road after dam removal.  RCOC has been kept apprised of this project and is ready to 
participate when needed. 

 





D. Documentation of committed match fund sources 

Below is page 33 of the approved Oakland County Parks and Recreation 2020-2024 5-Year Capital 
Improvement Project Forecast in the FY2020-2024 Capital Improvement Program and Maintenance 
Management Plans.  The Plans were approved by the Oakland County Parks and Recreation Commission 
on September 4, 2019.  The Capital Improvement Plan indicates that OCPR has budgeted $61,000 in 
2020 for design/engineering, and $544,500 for dam removal and natural area restoration in 2021. 
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Mike Losey

From: Jolley, Jeffrey (DNR) <JolleyJ1@michigan.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 11:13 AM
To: Nohner, Joe (DNR); Prowse, Melissa J; Mike Losey
Subject: RE: Oakland County Parks/ Springfield Township - Documents for Fisheries Grant Application and 

consultation with DNR staff

I confirm that we chatted on the phone and Mike outlined the project and gave me the background on the area.  I am 
supportive of this work and the grant application. 
 
Jeff 
 

From: Nohner, Joe (DNR) <NohnerJ@michigan.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 9:15 AM 
To: Prowse, Melissa J <prowsem@oakgov.com>; Mike Losey <mlosey@springfield‐twp.us>; Jolley, Jeffrey (DNR) 
<JolleyJ1@michigan.gov> 
Subject: RE: Oakland County Parks/ Springfield Township ‐ Documents for Fisheries Grant Application and consultation 
with DNR staff 
 
Thanks Mike and Melissa. Yes, a quick email from Jeff should suffice or if you are able to call him on the phone and 
provide an update on your plans, you can just make a note of the topics discussed in your conversation. The purpose 
here is to ensure that the project in general fits from a methods and outcomes perspective with the Management Unit’s 
goals. With this being a design/engineering project, I think this doesn’t need to be terribly in depth, probably just 
discussion/concurrence on the objectives generally. 
 

From: Prowse, Melissa J <prowsem@oakgov.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 5:06 PM 
To: Mike Losey <mlosey@springfield‐twp.us>; Nohner, Joe (DNR) <NohnerJ@michigan.gov>; Jolley, Jeffrey (DNR) 
<JolleyJ1@michigan.gov> 
Subject: RE: Oakland County Parks/ Springfield Township ‐ Documents for Fisheries Grant Application and consultation 
with DNR staff 
 
Thank you all!  I have attached the original e‐mail from this past August.  My apologies that we did not reach out sooner, 
I had this box checked off not realizing we needed additional consultation/confirmation.  If you have any questions 
please let us know, I’m available any time at 248‐249‐2801.  We are hoping to be to the post office well before 5:00 on 

Friday if possible to get the application in the mail. 😊 
  

‐ Melissa 
  
Melissa Prowse, CPRP 
Supervisor‐ Planning & Resource Development 

 
Email: prowsem@oakgov.com  
Mobile Phone: 248‐249‐2801 
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From: Mike Losey <mlosey@springfield‐twp.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 5:01 PM 
To: Nohner, Joe (DNR) <NohnerJ@michigan.gov>; Jolley, Jeffrey (DNR) <JolleyJ1@michigan.gov> 
Cc: Prowse, Melissa J <prowsem@oakgov.com> 
Subject: FW: Oakland County Parks/ Springfield Township ‐ Documents for Fisheries Grant Application and consultation 
with DNR staff 
Importance: High 
  
Hi Joe/ Jeff‐ 
  
In the Fisheries Habitat Grant Program Handbook a required checklist item is listed as follows: 
  
“Proof of consultation with the DNR Fisheries Biologist responsible for managing the affected water body is required in 
the form of an email or summary of a phone conversation. Fisheries Biologists’ contact information can be found here: 
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7‐350‐ 79136_79236_80245‐‐‐,00.html” 
  
However, when navigating to that website and exploring the Southern Lake Huron contacts, there are no biologists for 
the Shiawassee River listed right now.  I’m hoping that the conversation I had with Unit Manager Jeff Jolley sometime 
after August 14th would be sufficient for this, but at that time I did not take notes of our phone call. I do remember we 
discussed the Design and Engineering Plan for the Davisburg Mill Pond Dam removal, and other items. 
  
Jeff‐  If you have the opportunity to review our full proposal documents we hope you can.  They document or efforts to 
complete a Design and Engineering Plan for the Davisburg Mill Pond dam removal project, but if you are short on time 
could you please respond to this email, ideally on Thursday, 11/21, and verify that we spoke via phone about our project 
here in Springfield Township in relationship to the Fisheries Division’s Priority Project ID SLH‐S‐E / “Shiawassee 
Connectivity Projects”. 
  
Joe‐  If the conversation we had over email dated August 13 would work for our full proposal let us know. 
  
For any reply to this email please copy Melissa Prowse.  I’ve already included her here but she is preparing the full 
application package as OC Parks is the lead applicant. 
  
Thanks!! 
  
‐Mike 
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Mill Pond Dam Removal Project
Parcel Identification Map



Parcel Analysis 
Springfield Oaks County Park is composed of 8 parcels totaling 333 acres. There is a leased house at 12080 Clark 
and agreements for Rotary Park and Davis House. Copies of all documents cited in the Parcel Analysis are 
maintained in the Park Planning files.   
Table 7: Parcel Table for Springfield Oaks 

MAP # Parcel ID Acres Deed/ Lease/ Easement / Agreement Liber and Page 

3 07-17-178-011 

 

0.6  

 

1967- Deed (Springfield Twp.) 
‘Davisburg Mill’ 

[Lease to Springfield Township for 
Rotary Park] 

5005/465 

 

7 07-17-252-014 1.56 1966- Deed (State of MI) [Davisburg 
Road Access] 

5005/467 

2 07-17-253-003 

Water 

(Conversion Parcel-
Mill Pond) 

8 (1985-Deed—not found) 

Part of 1966- Indenture (Davis)?  Also 
201-016 and 400-006  

No records found 

See 749/182 

9 07-17-253-004 

(-001,-002)  

(SOLD- Mill Pond Park; 
Spr. Twp.) 

5 

 

1968- Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Grant   

#LWCF 26-00189 –Grant Transferred to 
Springfield Twp. 

NA 

1969- Deed (5.7 acres) (RCOC) 5486/427 

1984- Deed to Springfield Twp. (7.2 
acres) 

8608/12 

2013—Affidavit to clarify 1984 Deed 
(financial obligations for dam repair) 

46563/797 

10 07-17-254-001 

Water-triangle in Mill 
Pond 

0.05 1966- Deed (Dixon) 4867/587  

6 07-17-254-004 

From -003; 276-007 

9.69/ (8.39) 1966- Open Space Land Program Grant 
# OSA-026 

Also 400-006 

NA 

1966- Deed (8.28 acres) (Dixon) 4867/585  

5 07-17-255-001 3 1966-Deed- parcel east of Mill Pond 

Part of 1966- Indenture (Davis)?  Also 
201-016 and 400-006  

No records found 

See 749/182 

  



MAP # Parcel ID Acres Deed/ Lease/ Easement / Agreement Liber and Page 

1 07-17-328-011 

From -006 

17.4 1975- Deed (Quinlin) 6424/845 

4 07-17-400-006 

From -001 through -
005 

168.72 1966- Open Space Land Program Grant 
# OSA-026 (partial) 

** 

1966- Indenture (Davis). Also 201-016 749/182  

1966- Deed (25/15.5 acres) (Hough) 5005/468 

1966- Deed (1.4 acres) (Leiby) 4876/792 

1966- Deed (14.4 acres) (Leiby) 4876/791 

1972- Springfield Township Historical 
Society, Davis House use agreement  

** 

2000- Detroit Edison Easement  21319/410 

2010- Affidavit of Permission (Quinlan -
for pond maintenance) 

42422/802 

2013- Restriction 1.89-acre MDEQ-
LUST contamination 

45782/677 

2014- DTE underground Easement 47695/518 

(4- 
Davis) 

07-20-201-016 110.83/ 
(107) 

1979- Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Grant 

 # LWCF 26-01068 (partial- 50 acres)  

** 

1966- Deed (Davis).  Also 400-006 749/182 

1979- Deed (50 acres) (Ellis) 7650/804 

2005- DTE Easement (underground 
electric) 

unsigned copy 

Ellis Barn- historical preservation 
covenant through OC Corporation 
Counsel (in progress) 

** 

 07-20-201-022 11.07 2004- Deed (Lucas)[Scott Road Access] 34684/023 

 



MAP # Parcel ID legal desc.
1 07-17-328-011 (from -006) T4N, R8E, SEC 17 PART OF W 1/2 OF SEC & PART OF BLK 3 OF 'JAMES HARVEY 

DAVIS PLAT' BEG AT PT DIST N 01-29-24 W 1253.29 FT FROM S 1/4 COR, TH S 
89-26-53 W 300 FT, TH S 01-18-47 E 300 FT, TH N 71-46- 06 W 187.34 FT, TH N 
00-52-04 W 1982.13 FT, TH N 87-00-03 E 455.87 FT, TH S 01-29-24 E 1762.15 FT 
TO BEG, EXC THAT PART LYING UNDER WATERS OF MILL POND 17.60 A

2 07-17-253-003 T4N, R8E, SEC 17 ALL THAT PART OF N 1/2 OF SEC 17 COVERED BY WATERS OF 
MILL POND 8 A U273

3 07-17-178-011
T4N, R8E, SEC 17 PART OF NW 1/4 BEING AN EXCEPTED PARC OF 'J C DAVIS 
ADD' BEG AT SE COR LOT 3 OF S ADD, TH E ALG BROADWAY ST TO GT RR, TH 
NWLY ALG SD RR TO NE COR SAID LOT 3, TH S TO BEG BLK 1 0.60 A U272

4 07-17-400-006 (from -001 through -005) T4N, R8E, SEC 17 SE 1/4, ALSO THAT PART OF SE 1/4 OF NE 1/4 LYING SLY OF 
GTW RR R/W 169.14 A

5 07-17-255-001 T4N, R8E, SEC 17 THAT PART OF SW 1/4 OF NE 1/4 LYING SLY OF GT RR R/W & 
ELY OF MILL POND 3 A U262

6 07-17-254-004 from -003, 276-007 T4N, R8E, SEC 17 PART OF NE 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST S 01-40-30 E 64 FT FROM NE 
COR OF LOT 27 OF 'MAJOR HICKEY'S ADD', TH S 01-40-30 E 751.40 FT, TH N 78-
43-10 W 996.32 FT, TH N 24-11-30 W 104.08 FT, TH N 65-11-23 E 1099.21 FT 
TO BEG 9.69 A

7 07-17-252-014 T4N, R8E, SEC 17 MAJOR HICKEY'S ADD TO DAVISBURG LOTS 8, 23, 24 & THAT 
PART OF 22 & 25 LYING SLY OF CENTER LINE OF SHIAWASSEE RIVER, ALSO THAT 
PART OF LOT 14 LYING BET E LINE OF LOT 22 & CEN LINE OF SHIAWASSEE RIVER 
No

8 No PIN- prob. part of #9
9 07-17-253-004 (from -001, -002) T4N, R8E, SEC 17 MAJOR HICKEYS ADD ALL OF LOTS 28 TO 42 INCL, ALSO PART 

OF N 1/2 OF SEC BEG AT NW COR OF LOT 34 OF 'MAJOR HICKEY'S ADD', TH S 10-
55-40 W 377 FT, TH N 56-10-20 W 64.50 FT, TH N 15-54-40 E 65 FT, TH N 62-04-
20 W 78.94 FT, TH N 22-47-00 W 247.53 FT TO S LINE OF BROADWAY ST, TH N 
67-09-50 E 106.34 FT TO SLY LINE OF GTW RR R/W, TH S 78-43-10 E 178.18 FT 
TO BEG EXC THAT PART LOC IN LOT 35 OF SD ''PLAT'' 5/13/85 FR 001 & 002
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                 Nature Worth 
        Preserving 
November 19, 2019 
 
Fisheries Habitat Grant Program 
Grants Management Services 
MI Dept of Natural Resources 
PO Box 30425 
Lansing, MI 48909-7925 
 
Re: OCPR and Springfield Twp grant for dam removal design/engineering 
 
Dear Grants Management Staff, 
 
North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy strongly supports the grant 
application being submitted by Oakland County Parks and Recreation and 
Springfield Township, Oakland County, Michigan.  Our conservancy owns the 
land directly downstream from the dam site and we support the restoration of the 
site to a natural stream channel.  Removal of the Mill Pond Dam, especially if 
done in conjunction with removal of the upstream “Trout Pond” Dam, would 
restore aquatic habitat in this important head-waters reach of the Shiawassee 
River.  It is our hope that restoration would also restore the riparian wetland and 
hanging prairie fen that formerly existed in the currently impounded area. 
 
The applicants have held public meetings and gathered input from the 
community.  The pond no longer supports the recreational activities that once 
existed and the dam does not meet current safety standards. Our conservancy is 
eager to see the design and engineering for judicious dam removal. 
 
We understand that this project is a Priority Habitat Conservation Project as 
designated by MDNR.  We strongly support this grant application. Please contact 
us for input. 
Yours, 

 

Sue Julian, Exec. Dir. 
NOHLC is a 501(c)3 47 Year old Non-Profit 
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November 20, 2019 
 
 
Fisheries Habitat Grant Program 
Grants Management Section 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 30425 
Lansing, MI 48909-7925 
 
 
Re:  Oakland County Parks and Recreation and Springfield Township Grant Application for 

design/engineering for the removal of the Mill Pond Dam and site restoration 
 
 
Dear Grants Management Section Staff: 
 
I am writing to express the Road Commission for Oakland County’s (RCOC) support of the grant 
application submitted by Oakland County Parks and Recreation and Springfield Township for the 
removal of the Mill Pond Dam and restoration of the site to a natural stream channel.  The 
Shiawassee River corridor has been a long-standing conservation priority for Springfield Township 
and other communities along the river.  
 
The existing dam does not meet current safety standards, creating a long-term liability for the 
Township and Oakland County Parks, who jointly manage the dam through an interlocal 
agreement.   
 
During storm events, the Mill Pond does on occasion overtop Davisburg Road.  The spillway has 
been stabilized with riprap to manage these occurrences, but it is not the best long-term solution.  
The Road Commission supports the removal of the Dam and reconstruction of the road over a new 
open-bottom culvert.  The Road Commission is not committing any resources or dollars to the 
project at this time but will be involved with the planning/design process to ensure that road 
closures and road redevelopment are managed in accordance with RCOC standards. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dennis G. Kolar 
Managing Director 
 
C:   Road Commissioner Ronald Fowkes 
 
. 

  
 
 
 

http://www.rcocweb.org/
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
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Lansing, MI 48909-7925 

Dear Grants Management Section Staff: 
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I am writing in support of the grant application submitted by Oakland County Parks and 
Recreation and Springfield Township for the removal of the Mill Pond Dam and restoration of 
the site to a natural stream channel. 

The Shiawassee River corridor has been a long-standing conservation priority for Springfield 

Township and other communities along the river. Removal of the Mill Pond Dam, especially if 
done in conjunction with removal of the upstream Trout Pond Dam, would restore aquatic 
habitat in a headwater segment of the Shiawassee River, benefitting species including the eastern 
Massasauga rattlesnake and Blanding's turtle. Removal of the darn also ,,ill restore riparian 
wetlands and hanging prairie fen habitats within the currently impounded area. 

The existing dam does not meet current safety standards, creating a long-term liability for the 

township and Oakland County Parks, who jointly manage the dam through an interlocal 
agreement. The dam no longer supports boating or swimming. and removal would create new 
opportunities for recreation in the area, including pathways, interpretation, and ,,ildlife vie,,ing. 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has made this project a Priority Habitat 
Conservation Project due to its environmental and ecological benefits. 

I strongly support this joint effort to remove the dam and restore this area to its narural condition. 

Sincerely, 

Elissa Slotkin 
Member of Congress 
Michigan' s 8th District 

Pi'l1',TEcl c,, REC~C:..ED PA?f.i' 
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